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Sustainable design 
best practices in Chicago 



Green Alley Program
CHICAGO

Development of Permeable 
Asphalt + Concrete:
•Best Practices
•Material Testing
•Trail Batches

The Ground Tire Rubber 
Solution:
•Approx 600 tires recycled   
per alley
•Solved cohesion problem



Argyle Shared Street

50+ GSI projects implemented - CHICAGO



modal hierarchy 
& mode share

ecological 
services

placemaking

Sustainable  
Streets

Streets for People:  
Placemaking in the public way
Chicago Department of Transportation

Guidelines and Polices

Sustainable Design Guidelines 
CHICAGO



Typical Chicago Street Pilsen Sustainable Street

Greenest Street in America - CHICAGO



Why is Green Infrastructure 
important for us?



I. Make our city beautiful + sustainable



II. Address flooding



III. We have a lot of vacant land



Here’s what we are doing



PUBLIC LANDS

The PUBLIC LANDS FRAMEWORK PLAN 
will create a strategic framework and 
coordinated approach for the 
appropriate reuse of publicly owned 
lands in Detroit.



PUBLIC LANDS - Our work builds off existing efforts
Recently Completed and Underway Work

2013 20172014 2015 2016



PUBLIC LANDS - community engagement



LANDSCAPES – Islandview / Greater Villages



STREETS - Kercheval



ALLEYS – Eastern Market



PARKS – Morningside GAPGAP Park design competition



TRAILS - Joseph Campau Greenway 



Jefferson Chalmers
NEIGHBORHOODS



NEIGHBORHOODS – Rogell Park



NEIGHBORHOODS – Rogell Park



NEIGHBORHOODS - Eastern Market



NEIGHBORHOODS - Eastern Market



NEIGHBORHOODS - East Riverfront



NEIGHBORHOODS - East Riverfront



NEIGHBORHOODS - East Riverfront



VISION



THANK YOU!  
Contact me at: attarianj@detroitmi.gov 
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