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Detroit Demolition Program

Detroit runs the largest and most transparent demolition
program in the country.

Search the new Detroit Demolition Tracker to find the status of upcoming
demolitions around your house.
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How to use the Detroit Demolition Tracker:

# Detroit Demolition Program

Number of demolitions

10,706

*Includes all demolitions for which the City has the
date that the structure was knocked down, the price of
the demo, and the contractor since 2014.

Number of upcoming contracted demolitions

189

Number of Structures in the Demolition Pipeline

2,476

Number of demolitions in 2016

3,136

Average price for residential demolition in 2016

$12,619

View all demolitions
Environmental controls
What drives the cost of demo
Demolition contract list

Become a demolition contractor
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Futurs open space nstworks in Detroit inclade both larger landscft T oy
aniscape davelopment types integrated within neighbarboods. LaniscH®
#ach include & variety of different kinds of landscape

EMSCHER PARKS
Awhole series of parks and cultural faciities
in the Rubr Region, Germany, including
Landschaftspark, are conversions of very
large industrial sites to new uses—regional
wale planning relevant in terms of its
contemporary thinking on ecology and reuse.

\mage Source: Gerd W. Schmiltor

ANEW
framew
landsci
typolol
asthe

Participation



50 + Businesses and Organizations
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Work Get Explore Make

[ th O ized Lot Desi C ti
Discover what is important to you and your community. Identify what you already have and what you might need. Get to know some of your options. Open up the door to resources.

User-Friendly



Budgeting:
organize your time

Discover the time required to
make your landscape project

a reality.

How much time do you have

to dedicate to your landscope

on a daily basis? Draw a circle

like the one below to show
you spend your time ina

typical 24-hour day.

Think of each s of time
as a part of your day. What
does this mean for a week
or month? Be honest with

surself!

¢ much time do | have to attend and
organize neighborhood meetings?
Do | need to fundraise?
When will | be able to conne;
organizatic help
How much time will

volunte:

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING
QUESTIONS AND IMAGINE

THE STEPS TO MOVE YOUR

E£CY FORWARD .

How will | transport materials to the lot?
Upkeep and watering are important,
especiclly during the first six weeks ofter
construction. How con | make time to be
available during this ‘establishment
window?

Will any of thes

Surprised by how many repeating ta ou've
identified? Check out the activ >age

to identify who in your neighborhood might

be interested in working together.
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Draw your lot

GOAL:

Draw and measure your lot
with attention to detail. This
will help you better tailor the
design you select to the lot
you have.

SUPPLIES:

© pens or pencils

© highlighters

© tape measure or string

SUGGESTIONS:
All of the lot designs

in the Field Guide have

been designed and price-
estimated based on the
typical dimensions of a 30

x 100 foot lot. While this

is a cornmon dimension in
Detroit, it may not be the
exact size of your lot. Having
precise dimensions will help
you interpret the Field Guide
Lot Design you select, and
apply it to your existing lot.

Length:
Width:

Activity instructions

Measure your lot with a tape measure or string. Make note
of these dimensions and re-draw your lot on the grid paper
provided on the next page. Note, each small square is

equivalent to one foot.

. 'Where is north? Remember to note this on your site plan.

. Are there any big trees or flowering bushes already growing

on your lot that you like? Note the location of plants you
want 1o keep.

. Is there any infrastructure on or near your lot? Draow and

note the presence of:
¢ Owverhead power lines

Fire hydrants

Sidewalks

Curb cuts

Water cisterns

Downspout location on your home
If there is trash or debris on your lot, how much time will it
take to clean this up? An hour? An afternoon with a whole
dumpster? Can any of this be recycled? Remember to note

expenses on your project budget sheet on page 37.

. Consider who else is already using your lot. Is there

evidence of:
¢ People (pathways or benches)
¢ Birds (look up!)
¢ Butterfliies

. What else do you see?

Field Guide | DFC-lots_cam | (313) 2941LOTS.
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July 2017 Field Guide E-Newsletter

Plan Your Vacant Lot Transformation Using the Field
Guide to Working with Lots. Click here for tips and
events!

The Field Guide to Working with Lots provides step-by-
step instruction for 35 landscape designs ranging from
installation by beginning gardeners to professional
contractors. On this website, you can sort through the
designs to find one that meets your budget,
maintenance level, and experience. The designs address
a variety of concerns including stormwater, dumping,

soil quality and can transform vacant lots into
About the DFC community assets.

Field Guide

www.dfc-lots.com
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Discover Your Lot

Determining type of lot you are starting with is a great way to find the most appropriate Lot Design options). Browse and select from Lot
Types below to learn more, or take a quick quiz to namow down to your lot type.

TAKE THE QUIZ

Ny Ny Ny b

Happy Lawn Hustling Lawn Fresh Demo Bigger Street Trees Basement in Place




From the Ground, Up.

See Lot Transformations

From entrepreneuriol ventures to community building, you are sure to find inspiration from our local and
national examples. Browse through the profiles to learn how groups have done amazing work related to land
tronsformation and the implementation stories of groups that have already installed Field Guide lot designs.
Be sure to let us know if you install o design so we can highlight your work and lessons learned!

National DFC Designs
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An inexpensive, hands-on method for
improving the soils on your lot

cost 3
$50 to $1,000 Volunteer
UPKEEP EXPERIENCE

Medium Beginner

S ¥
{412

Infilltrator

Luscious rain garden for lots with

crushed-in-place basements

cosT PEOPLE
$5,500+ Volunteer + Professional
UPKEEP EXPERI!

Medium Intermediate

Sun, Part Shade, Shade

=

Hedge'Fund

Make money with trées over time
with this hedge-organized space for
growing and selling trees within

neighborhoods

cost PE
$2,500 to $5,500 Volunteer
UPKEEP £

High

SidoLots  Blendoble  Time Spenders  Difficult Spot

This off-street parking design holds
two vehicles with extra room for o
lawn—great for sharing with a
neighbor who also needs parking

cost PEOPLE
$5,500+ Volunteer + Professional
UPKEEP EXPERIENCE

Medium Advanced

Better Sun. Part Shade

Summer Soil
Booster

Temporary planting scheme improves
health, prepares your lot for

what's next

cost PEOPLE
$50 to $1,000 Volunteer
UPKEEP EXPERIENCE

Low Beginner

Got Sociol  Rain Gardens  Stormwater Superstars

"Party Lot
A colorful, full-season design creates
space to accommeodate social
gatherings while providing privacy to

neighbors

cost PEOPLE
$1,000 to $2,500 Volunteer

PKEEP EXPERIENCE
Medium Intermediate
STORMWATER SUN/SHADE
Good Sun, Part Shade

¥ d rer
Snowmelter
A new, neighborhood-scaled
infrastructure designed to better

manage snow as it accumulates.

cost

$5,500¢

PKEEP

High N

3

8 Mile Rain Garden

Easy-to-builc lot rain garden
designed with plants commonly
available at local shops and national

chains. future

cost PEOPLE cost
$50 to $1,000 Volunteer $50 to $1,000
UPKEEP EXPERIENCE

Medium Intermediate

STORMWATER

RMWATER SUN/SHADE

Best Sun, Part Shade. Shade Good

A low-maintenance lawn custom

tailored for Detroit

PEOPLE
$2,500 to $5,500 Volunteer

UPKEEP EXPERIENCE

Low Intermediate Medium

Clean + Green
Aset of guiding principles for
preparing any lot for a happy,

healthy, and lower maintenance

PEOPLE
Volunteer
EXPERIENCE
Beginner

SUN/SHADE

Sun, Part Shade. Shade

Volunteer

EXPERIENCE

Intermediate
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Field Guide | DFC-lots.com | Friendly Fence

HELLO

MY NAME IS

Friendly Fence

The Friendly Fence is a large rain
garden with a twist. The design
captures stormwater and slowly
releases it into the soil, keeping
water from entering into Detroit’s
sewer system.

The Friendly Fence is ideal for two
h s who are il d
in sharing a side lot. The design
has been sized to accommodate
rainwater from up to two houses.

A serpentine hedge divides the
lot - one side of the hedge has

a rain garden while the other
has a grassy mound. The plants
in the Friendly Fence are a mix

of well-suited native and non-
native species, selected for
beautification, habitat creation,
and broad availability.

For more information refer DFC-lots.com |

What is the lot design likely to cost?

The estimated cost of the Friendly Fence is high ($2,500~
$5,500) and based on utilizing volunteer and professional
labor. Residents can save money by hand digging the
rain garden, but keep in mind, a rain garden of this size
could require a significant number of volunteers. The cost
assumes that residents or volunteers have access to basic
safety gear and garden tools.

How much upkeep will this lot design
require?

This lot design requires a medium level of maintenance to
thrive. Maintenance will include weeding and watering
the newly planted rain gorden, particularly during the
first two growing seasons while the plants establish
‘themselves.

Will installation of this lot design require
a professional?

The installation of this lot design will require professional
assistance for the first few steps. The Field Guide
identifies volunteer opportunities if you, with the help
and support of friends, family, or neighbors, would like
to complete the planting portion of this lot design.
Refer to the Step-By-Step section for guidance on the
recommended professional and volunteer steps. If you
do not feel able to tackle the volunteer aspect of this lot
design, a professional can construct the entire project

How long will it take to install this
lot design?

This lot design requires a professional for the completion
of several steps. The projected installation time listed
below only accounts for volunteer opportunities listed in
the Step-By-Step section. While people tackle projects
differently, the Field Guide estimates the installation time
of the lot design to be one to two full weekends, utilizing
avolunteer group organized by o knowledgeable lot
leader. The Field Guide recommends the help of at least
ten healthy adults or youth to construct this lot design
The Field Guide assumes that the lot is ‘construction
ready,’ and all equipment and materials required for the
ot design have been acquired and are ready to use.

m $50 - 1,000 $1,000 - 2,500 $2,500 - 5,500 $5,500 +

Upkeep Low.

Experience Beginner

cation Residential Lot in Full Sun to Shade (Between Two Houses is Ideal)

Professional Volunteer + Professional

Intermediate Advanced

Field Guide | DFC-lots coen | Friendly Fence

Friendly Fence

Examples of Friendly Fence Plants

Section

Lot Design

The Friendly

is ideal for two

sharing the side
lot. The design
can be omended
10 create two
roin gordens.

Roin Garden
Mound

Hedge

Grass or Of
Groundc
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‘Construction Ready’

This lot design assumes that
you have prepared the lot to a
‘construction ready’ state.

‘Construction Ready’ refers to a

lot that is clean and clear of trash,
hazardous objects, unwanted trees,
brush and vegetation, fences, and
other unwanted structures.

It may be necessary to remove grass
in preparation for your lot design.
Refer to the Remove Your Grass box
located on the right hand side of
this page for more information.

Is there an available water source
near your lot? Consider how and
where you will access water during
and after construction to ensure
that your plants can establish.

If your lot is not ready for
construction, refer to the Clean +
Green lot design.

You can find the lot design at
DFC-lots.com.

Test Your Soil

Harmful pollutants have made their way into
many urban soils. To proceed with awareness,
consider having your soil tested before

construction. Two great options are available:

Soil testing is free to members of Keep Growing
Detroit's Garden Resource Program. Call

(313) 7572635 for more information or visit
detroitagriculture.net

If you are not yet a member, you can work directly
with Michigan State University's (MSU) Extension
Program. They have a Home Lawn and Garden
Sail Test Mailer for $25. For more information call
(888) 678- 3464 or visit msusoiltest.com

If you are concerned about the presence of lead or
other contaminants in your soil, call the Michigan
Department of Health and Human Services at
(866) 691-5323 or (800) 424 - LEAD.

Remove Your Grass

Need to remove grass in areas where you are
constructing your lot design?

There are many ways to remove unwanted grass.
The first is to remove the grass and its root system
by digging up the grass. Another option is to cover
your lot with cardboard or a plastic tarp to smother
your grass in darkness. It will take several weeks,
but ofter being covered, the dead grass will be
easier to remove.

Call Before You Dig

Locate underground utilities before beginning your
lot design. MISS DIG provides a free service to
Michigan residents by locating and marking utilities
on requested properties. Call (800) 482-7171 or 811
at least three days before you plan to start digging
on your lot.

Till Safely

Before you till, inspect your lot for signs of buried
concrete or rubble that was not removed during
the cleanup stage. Large debris can ruin tiller
blades.

When tiling, wear appropriate safety gear, such as

covered boots with socks, long pants, safety glasses,

dust mask, and ear protection. Make sure you
understand the safe operating procedures of your
tiler. Refer to the user’s manual

Shopping List

Tha shopping list provides o breakdown
of potential materials, tacks, and
resgurces requirsd to construct this lat
design

This shoppi t is designed for

PPing
a single lot (30 by 100 feet).

Tools + Resources

Suggested Tools

- Marking Paint, Spirit Leval, Tops Measure,
String and Stake
Safety Geor: Gloves, heavy wark boats, tall
sacks, ponts, long sloave shirts, dust racks,
fratective sy wear, ear plugs, and hord hats
[ using heavy machinery)
Garden Tools: Spodes, shaveks, rake:
b, andl whaslbiorrows
Hacksow ond Screwdriver
Tiller, & inch depth

Potential Water Sources
@arden Haose with possible extension hose
Sprinkler

Fain Borrel in addition ta ather water
source

Downspaut Discannect [shown in lat
dusign]

Field Guide Resources

Arsources ore avaloble on the Field Guide's web
site.

- Elaan + Grean
Paraninials + Grasses Flanting Detail
Bulb Flanting Detoil

Materials List

Materials

Rain Gardan Flanting Seil, 23 cubic yords
(50% sond, 25% topsci, and 25% compost o
leaf Iitter]

Mubeh ar Woad Chips, 11 cubiie yards

Dawnapant Disconnect: Stardpip
dawnspout elbow, downspout connection
e, rubber cop, and hase clamp fare sat
ot houss]

Planting
Endlass Summer, ¥ pots
White Annabelle, 9 pats
Pirdk Bella Anna,  pats
Dauble Krackaut Ress, 55 pate
Voringated Swent Flag, 58 pots
Red Vehet Yorrow, 3 pots
Blue Flag Iris, 14 pots
Bua Balm, 7 pate
Block-Eyed Susan, 10 pots
Purple Conefiower, 10 pots

Groundcover
Low-Mointenance Fescus Mix, & pourds of
seed
Germination Blankets, 7 rolls (8 by 112 5
feet)
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Friendly Fence Step-By-Step

Want to create the Friendly Fence?
The Field Guide recommends hiring a
professional for some tasks. Here are
a few guiding principles to help you
understand the tasks involved in the
lot design and the steps appropriate
for volunteers.

(& Check off tasks as you go along

Professional Recommended:

QO Prepare Your Lot
(O Create Rain Garden + Mound

Volunteer Opportunities:

O Disconnect Your Downspout

Plant Perennials
Maintain Your Lot Design

Sow Remaining Lot

Make a Circle

Place a stake at the desired location of each center
or proposed tree location. Tie a string 10 feet

long to the stake. Walk in a circle using the string
to create an even-radius circle in the landscape.

As you walk in the circle, mark your path on the
ground. You can use these markings to help locate
the edge of your rain garden

QO Prepare Your Lot

Although the Friendly Fence is not one of the
more complex lot designs within the Field
Guide, it may require specialized equipment
and experience to undertake the excavation
and earth shaping. It is recommended

that you hire a professional for these steps:
Prepare Your Lot and Create Rain Garden +
Mound.

If you decide to construct this lot design
without the recommended assistance of a
professional, the Field Guide has provided
guiding principles below to help assist you
with the installation of the lot design.

- This lot design utilizes a majority of the 30 by
100 foot lot.

- Friendly Fence should be constructed as
shown in the lot design plan to ensure the
rain garden and mound are the correct depth
and height. Ensure a setback of ten feet from
adjacent lots and sidewalks

- For the rain garden to work, water must
be directed into it. The Field Guide
recommends constructing your rain garden
near downspouts from roofs of houses or
garages or near other hard surfaces such as
driveways or patios. Ensure water flows from
these surfaces into your rain garden

- Your rain garden should be one square foot
for every ten square feet of hardscape or
stormwater area directed into your rain
garden. The Field Guide recommends an
approximately 12 by 35 foot rain garden (420
square feet) and an approximately 35 by 15
foot mound (525 square feet).

- The Friendly Fence is designed to
accommodate or collect stormwater runoff
from two standard single family houses
up to 4,200 square feet of roof area. (The
average Detroit house is 920 to 1,350 square
feet.)

- Once you locate your rain garden and mounds,
use marking paint and measuring tape to
map out the size, shape, and dimensions of
your design.

Fiald Gusde | DFClots ceen | Friendly Fence 1

Friendly Fence Lot Design

Alley

Refer to the
Construction
Package for more
details - located
ot DFC-lots.com.

Individuol
Plant

0.5 Contour

Downspout Disconnect

Downspout Disconnect

Sidewalk

Road
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48" Height x
8l M,

ng

Pink Bella Anna®

Hydrangea arboresc

Blue Flag Iris

24" Height x
Bioon y

© Pots: Plants can be purchased
in one to five galion pots. The
iz of pots can change based on
lability.

The larger tne por, the greater the
immediate impact your design will
have when first ‘nstaled.
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Implementation

25 past grantees
29 Field Guide Installations
15 designs installed

12 Stormwater Superstars

o o Do o Do

Several other Field Guide inspired

installations
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The Community
Track

A $6500
A $5,000 for implementation of lot design

A $1,500 for maintenance programming and

educational materials expenses
A Technical assistance

A Shared learning with the cohort and your

neighborhood







